EDT 500 Instructional Design (ID) Plan Template

Directions: Please fill in the sections to complete the ID plan. The information you provide should be written in complete sentences and paragraphs--with graphs and graphics as appropriate. Use the words in bold for the section title. Do not include my questions! Each section should have at least two paragraphs but no more than six. Complete this document and post it as a .pdf file on your website.  

1. The Problem. 

My class of first grade students do not know the three main cloud types in my district’s science curriculum.  The three cloud types are cumulus, cirrus and stratus.  Students do not understand the keywords that describe these clouds.

2. The Need. 

I need the following items to solve my problem:

1. Smartboard

2. Flash movie on clouds

3. Internet access

4. The opportunity to observe clouds outside in the real world environment

5. Materials for hands-on project ( construction paper, glue, cotton balls)

By using the items above, students will know the three clouds types, use keywords to describe the clouds, and be able to recreate the clouds by completing a hands-on project using cotton balls.

3. The Audience. 

The audience of my project will be to my class of twenty first graders.  There are ten boys and ten girls.  Two students receive special education support. Support will not be provided during my science lessons in this project.  Four students receive TIER 2 interventions in reading. The other seventeen students in my class are on-grade level students.

I planned my flash project to include simple text and pictures for first graders to understand the main concepts of the lesson.  My word choices in my project are simple words including many sight words that my students already know.  This is important because I want my students to be able to read the text while the movie plays. 

4. Objectives/Assessment. 

The objective of my lesson is students will identify the three cloud types, cirrus, cumulus and stratus while observing the flash cloud movie and accompanying websites.  Students will create/label the three cloud types by using cotton balls and construction paper.  
Mastery of the lesson will include correctly creating the three cloud types in their project.  Additional practice of the lesson will include going outdoors daily for one week and correctly identifying the clouds during recess.
6.Content. 

The content I am teaching is based off of the Kindergarten State Science frameworks as follows below. 
Energy in the Earth’s Systems – How do external and internal sources of energy affect the Earth’s systems?

Weather Patterns (K.3)
K.3 - Weather conditions vary daily and seasonally.

A 1. Describe and record daily weather conditions.
I am teaching my students facts about the three main cloud types; cumulus, stratus and cirrus.  Students will go outside and record and observe the cloud types on a daily basis for one week.  This lesson branches off of the main Weather unit I am currently teaching my students.  The main content of the unit includes learning about and reading a thermometer, rain gauge and wind anemometer.  Students will also be able to learn about precipitation types and cloud types.
6.Instructional Strategies. 

I will be using direct instruction and cooperative grouping in this unit.  I will be using direct instruction for the guided practice portion of my lessons where students are initially introduced to the concept of the day.  I will mainly be using Smart Notebook for this portion of the lesson.

I will be using cooperative grouping during the independent practice portions of the lessons.  This is when students are able to work with a peer.  Students will be paired when using the tools of the lessons.  The tools include thermometers, anemometers and rain gauges.

7.Additional Materials. 

If funds were available, I would like to take my class the Connecticut Science Museum, particularly to visit the weather section.  I feel that this would be a wonderful experience for my students.  This would also serve as additional reinforcement of the concepts taught within the unit.

8.  Program Use. 

I will use the flash movie in my classroom by using the movie as an introduction to the three main cloud types.  I will then use the links to play three other youtube and teacher tube movies about the clouds and how they form.  

I will use the movie as a whole group lesson, which is why there is not audio in the movie.  I will be providing the dialogue and questioning as the movie plays.  I feel that my students will get more out of the lesson if I am instructing and using guiding questions while the movie plays.

9. Summative Evaluation. 

I will evaluate the unit my using a summative multiple choice and fill in the blanks assessment.  This is a district wide assessment that all first grade students take.  

To assess learning of each lesson, students will either create a project or complete a written assignment.  Each lesson will have a mastery goal.

10. Appendix-Attach anything else that is relevant (story boards, brainstorm (inspiration) charts etc.).

